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As a host of the G-8 summit this June, the 

government decided to champion a major 
initiative to improve the health of women and 
children in the world's poorest regions. 
When Prime Minister Harper made it clear 
that funding for abortions will not be included 
as part of our foreign aid package, the issue 
of abortion shifted to the forefront of public 
debate.  
  
The discussion surrounding abortion and the  
maternal and child health initiative sparked 
lively debate not only among 
Parliamentarians,  but Canadians right 
across the country. On May 13th, the annual 
March for Life drew the largest ever pro-life 
rally on the grounds of Parliament Hill. 
Thousands of people of all ages were united 
in their mission to publicly call on legislators 
to take a stand on the issue of abortion.  
 
Along with my colleagues, I shared a few 
words at the rally in support of the campaign 
for life  along the following lines: 

sends a strong message to Parliamentarians 
that they too should take a stand for life.ò 
 
Our government has made it very clear that 
Canada will not fund abortions in other 
countries. The maternal and child health 
initiative will focus the discussion on 
practical measures that will work to increase 
the number of healthy pregnancies, healthy 
mothers and healthy children.  
 
Far too many lives have been lost for want of 
relatively simple healthcare necessities.  
Solutions for improving the situation are 
inexpensive and well within the reach of any 
country in the G-8. They include the cost of 
clean water, inoculations and better nutrition, 
as well as the training of health workers to 
care for women and deliver babies.   
 
This is an initiative that can save thousands 
of lives and one that Canadians can be 
proud of as we seek to reach out to those 
less fortunate and in need.  
 

This motion is scheduled to be voted on in 
the House of Commons on September 21, 
2010.  We will continue to apply pressure to 
the opposition Liberal and NDP MPs to vote 
in favour of scrapping the wasteful and 
ineffective long-gun registry. 
 
The repeal of the long-gun registry is a 
matter that I know the constituents in Souris-
Moose Mountain feel strongly about. 
Western Canadian farmers and duck hunters 
wonôt take Liberal, NDP and Bloc opposition 
to this Bill lightly .  If they succeed in 
defeating this legislation they will pay the 
price at the polls. 
 
Rest assured, our Conservative Government 
is committed to working to see this Bill pass.  
We will remain diligent to bar efforts by the 
opposition to dismantle the progress we 
have made on this legislation thus far.   

ñI commend you for taking a strong stand for 
life.  It is important for you to individually 
choose to stand for life and because many of 
you are, we have what we see here today.  It 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., joined by other Members 
of Parliament and leaders for the 2010 March 
for Life that took place in Ottawa on May 13, 
2010.  It is estimated that 10 -15,000 people 
participated in the event.  

LONG-GUN REGISTRY 

During the spring session, the debate 

continued with respect to Conservative 
Member of Parliament Candice Hoeppnerôs 
Private Memberôs Bill, Cï391, legislation that 
calls for a repeal of the long-gun registry.  
After the Bill passed second reading in the 
House of Commons last  November, the Bill 
was reviewed  in committee this spring and 
will be coming back to the House of 
Commons for a vote this fall. 
 
In November 2009, 12 NDP and 8 Liberal 
MPs voted at  second reading to support the 
Private Memberôs Bill. Since that time, 
Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff has ordered 
all Liberal MPs to oppose the Bill.  In 
committee, the NDP, alongside the Liberals 
and Bloc Quebecois, joined forces and 
passed a motion to try and derail the Bill and 
keep the long-gun registry ñas is.ò 
 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., with Candice Hoeppner, 
M.P., who introduced Bill C -391 and  Garry 
Breitkreuz, M.P. for Yorkton -Melville, a long 
time advocate for scrapping the long -gun 
registry.   Ms. Hoeppner and Mr. Breitkreuz will 
be attending a rally in Estevan this fall to 
highlight the Westôs opposition to the long-
gun registry.  

Fall Vote to Determine Fate of Long-Gun Registry 

 

Campaign for Life Sparks National Debate 
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR MP 

AROUND THE RIDING 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., meeting with members of 
Cowessess First Nation to discuss initiatives 
relating to housing and clean energy. L -R 
Councillor Barry Sparvier, Leona Delorme, 
Chief Grady Lerat, Ed Komarnicki, M.P., and 
Alma Pelletier.  

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., with a group of 
Whitewood and area youth 
participating in a Ready to Work ï 
Tourism Careers Program.  

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., with Ross 
Allary, Acting Chief of Ochapowace 
First Nation.  Ed met with Chief 
Allary during a recent visit to 
Ochapowace.    

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., meeting with Larry 
Tomlinson  (Left) and Mike Schwean 
(Right), reviewing plans for the Town of 
Moosominôs  new multi-purpose 
recreation facility.  

The Family Place in Weyburn celebrated its 15th 
birthday on May 15th.  Staff, volunteers and 
members of the community came out to show 
their support.  

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., addressing 
participants at the Estevan Relay for Life 
on June 12th.  

Another Parliamentary session has come 

and gone and as usual it was a busy 
session.  Our government dealt with a 
number of important issues ranging from the 
economy and fiscal responsibility, crime and 
justice, credit card code of conduct, to 
immigration and refugee reform.  
 
We started off the spring session with a 
Speech from the Throne and Year 2 of 
Canadaôs Economic Action Plan, including 
$19 billion in new federal stimulus spending.  
These strong actions to build jobs and 
growth across Canada have helped make 
Canada a world leader in economic 
recovery. As the Canadian economy is 
transitioning out of the recent economic 
downturn, it has been widely regarded as a 
model for the world. 
 
Since July of last year, Canada has created 
over 400,000 new jobs.  Over 250,000 jobs 
were preserved through job sharing 
arrangements supported by the government.  
The Canadian economy grew by 6.1% in the 
first quarter of 2010, representing the 
strongest quarterly rate of economic growth 
in a decade.  By contrast, some studies say 
the Liberal Partyôs plan to raise taxes would 
cost 400,000 jobs. 
 
Michael Ignatieff couldnôt be clearer about 
his plans to raise taxes.  Everyone recalls 
him going on record and affirming, ñWe will 
have to raise taxes.ò  He has been clear in 
stating that he is not going to take a GST 

hike off of the table and remarkably he has  
called himself a ñtax and spend 
Pearsonian, Trudeau Liberal.ò  This is the 
same Liberal Leader who was among the 
first Liberals to call for a carbon tax and 
who recently proposed imposing job killing 
business taxes. 
 
Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff had quite 
the session.  Canadians remember all too 
well when Michael Ignatieff signed on a 
coalition with Jack Layton and Gilles 
Duceppe in December of 2008.  Despite 
protestations, some Liberals and NDP 
talked about mergers and coalitions again 

this spring.  As political scheming and 
plotting continues with respect to the 
formation of a Liberal, Bloc and NDP 
coalition government, our government 
remains focused on our number one priorityï 
the economy. 
 
In addition to our focus on the economy, our 
government has been leading on the 
international stage.  Canada was one of the 
first countries in the world to respond to the 
Haitian earthquake and humanitarian 
disaster.  Our government stood up against 
dictators like Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
President of Iran, at the United Nations.  We 
also had an opportunity to showcase 
Canada and make progress on a number of 
economic issues at the G-8 and G-20 
summits.   There is no doubt that the Prime 
Minister played a leading role at the 
summits, a role he is very comfortable with.  
He is certainly emerging as Canadaôs 
statesman on the world stage. 
 
On a more local level, Iôm looking forward to 
travelling around the constituency this 
summer.  I will be visiting with constituents,  
attending fairs, parades, anniversaries as 
well as meeting with municipal leaders. I will 
also be visiting the sites of a number of 
ongoing infrastructure projects across the 
riding.  I hope to see many of you this 
summer during my travels. Feel free to share 
with me your views as we regroup for 
another session in the fall.  Have a great 
Summer! 

End of Session Review 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., engaged in a debate in 
the House of Commons.  


