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On June 12, 2009, I had the privilege of 

announcing over $7 million in federal funding for 
the Southeast Regional College to construct a 
new Saskatchewan Energy Training Institute in 
Estevan. The project which will cost over $14 
million is being funded by a joint federal-
provincial investment where the federal and 
provincial governments are each contributing 
$7,092,500 towards the project. The federal 
commitment is being made through the 
Knowledge Infrastructure Program, a two year, 
$2 billion plan to repair and expand research and 
educational facilities at Canadian colleges and 
universities.  
 
There is no doubt that the construction of this 
training facility in Estevan will have a positive 
impact for workers in the energy industry all 
around Souris-Moose Mountain and the province 
as a whole.  When I heard about the prospects 
of this training centre, I knew that it was 
something that made absolute sense given all 
that we have going on in Souris-Moose 
Mountain.   
 
 

Our corner of the province is a hub for oil, gas and 
energy producing industries and this facility will 
provide for the training and essential services we 
need in our region to realize the benefit of 
continued growth in this sector.  Having pursued the 
possibility of obtaining some federal  money for  this  
 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P. with the Honourable Gerry Ritz, 
Saskatchewanôs Regional Minister (Left) and the 
Honourable Gary Goodyear, Minister of State for 
Science and Technology (Right).  Both Ministers played 
an important role in working to get federal funding  
secured for the Energy Training Institute in Estevan. 

 

been lowered, jobs are being created and 
investments are being made in roads, water 
treatment projects and other essential 
infrastructure projects in communities across 
the country.   
 
In June, Prime Minister Harper provided 
Canadians with an update on how our plan is 
progressing.  Just 10 weeks into the fiscal year,  
80% of our planôs funding had been committed 
and was being implemented.  With the 
cooperation of our provincial and territorial 
partners, Canadaôs economic stimulus this year 
and next is proportionally the largest of any 
country in the G7 and we are implementing it 
faster than anyone too. 
 
One of the governmentôs largest investments 
has been in the area of infrastructure where we 
are creating jobs through some 3000 
infrastructure projects across the country that 
are already underway.  This effort represents 
the largest infrastructure renewal in Canada in 
over  half a century.  
 
To help protect families that have seen job 
losses,  we   are  investing   an  additional  $5.5  
 

Since the onset of the global economic 

recession last fall, our government has been 
implementing an ambitious governing agenda to 
address the real challenges Canadians are 
facing during this time.  We presented the 
earliest federal budget in history last January 
and over the past number of months have begun 
to see real concrete results. 
 
We launched Canadaôs Economic Action Plan, a 
plan that was built in consultation with business, 
provincial and municipal leaders and ordinary 
Canadians.  The plan was initiated to address 
the challenges of today.  At the same time, it is 
forward looking and it is laying a foundation that 
will help us prepare for the economy of 
tomorrow.   While the recession started beyond 
our borders, our economy has been affected and 
for this reason, our government has taken 
substantial measures to  provide timely, targeted 
and temporary stimulus funding that is helping 
families and businesses get through the worst of 
this downturn. 
 
Since January, we have been implementing our 
plan as quickly and effectively as possible and it 
is   already   making  a  difference.   Taxes  have  
 

 

training facility with Ministers and their staff and 
working with the Southeast Regional College, I 
was most pleased to see the federal and 
provincial governments step up and deliver. 
 
The Saskatchewan Energy Training Institute 
expansion project will provide practical hands 
on safety and technical training for employees 
working in a variety of industrial sectors in the 
energy industry. The facility will enhance 
research in exploration techniques, optimization 
of commodities extraction and attract 
international companies who will require 
training in specialized areas. The objective of 
the institute is to train and retain local and 
international workers in Saskatchewan.  
 
The benefits of this training facility will be far 
reaching.  Iôm looking forward to seeing 
construction commence and to having a first 
class training facility located here in our corner 
of the province that is sure to play an integral 
role in the growth of the resource industry in 
Souris-Moose Mountain. 
 
 

 

billion to improve the EI program for vulnerable 
workers.  For example, we are investing 
significant dollars in skills training and now laid-
off workers are eligible to qualify for five extra 
weeks of EI benefits in every region of the 
country.  At the same time, we are expanding 
the use of work-sharing agreements to keep 
more Canadians on the job.  Over one hundred 
thousand jobs will be protected as a result of this 
expansion.  We have done all of this and at the 
same time have frozen EI premiums-the single 
biggest barrier to job creation-at their lowest 
level in more than twenty five years. 
 
Not only is the government investing in public 
infrastructure, through the governmentôs new 
Home Renovation Tax Credit thousands of 
Canadians across the country are renovating 
and upgrading their homes which in return is 
acting as stimulus for local economies.   
 
Because of our governmentôs prudent 
management of the countryôs finances and the 
economy, Canada is in a much stronger position 
to weather the global economic recession than 
most    other    countries.     In    fact,    Canadaôs  
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   Photo Courtesy of  Brian Zinchuk  
Gary St. Onge, Estevan Mayor, Marie Dukart, Reeve of 
the R.M. of Estevan No.5, Bill Hutchinson, Former Sas-
katchewan Minister of Municipal Affairs, Doreen Ea-
gles, MLA for Estevan, Roy Ludwig, Estevan City 
Councillor and Arena Committee Chair and Ed Komar-
nicki, M.P. putting shovels in the ground to commence 
the  construction of the new Estevan Civic Events Cen-
tre on May 15, 2009. 

 

 Project  Project Category  Total Cost  Federal Share  Provincial Share  

Brock, R.M. Hot Mix Surfacing Grid 605 
(Project No. 106) 

Local Road Infrastructure $1,235,500 $411,833 $453,017 

Brock, R.M. Hot Mix Surfacing Grid 605 
(Project No. 107) 

Local Road Infrastructure $878,600 $292,867 $322,153 

Browning, R.M. Grading on Grid (Project No.454) Local Road Infrastructure $426,700 $142,233 $156,457 

Browning, R.M. Grading on Grid (Project No. 458) Local Road Infrastructure $213,300 $71,100 $78,210 

Carlyle Water Treatment Plant and 
Pipeline 

Water Infrastructure $4,275,000 $1,425,000 $1,425,000 

Carnduff Water Treatment Plant Building 
and Reservoir Expansion 

Water Infrastructure $1,077,375 $359,125 $359,125 

Cymri, R.M. Sealed Granular Surfacing Grid 
606 (Project No. 105) 

Local Road Infrastructure $1,137,710 $379,237 $417,160 

Estevan Civic Events Centre Recreation $20,600,000 $5,100,000 $5,100,000 

Grenfell Water Supply and Treatment 
Plant Upgrade 

Water Infrastructure $1,144,000 $381,333 $381,333 

Kipling Sewage Lagoon Expansion Wastewater Infrastructure $650,000 $216,666 $216,666 

Maryfield Water Treatment Plant Water Infrastructure $1,812,380 $604,126 $604,126 

Moosomin Sewage Lagoon Upgrades Wastewater Infrastructure $3,383,000 $1,127,666 $1,127,666 

Pangman Water Treatment Plant Water Infrastructure $865,600 $288,533 $288,533 

Weyburn Replace Main Sewage Lift Station Wastewater Infrastructure $5,964,144 $1,988,048 $1,988,048 

Weyburn Sewage Force Main Replacement Wastewater Infrastructure $2,193,766 $731,255 $731,255 

Yellow Grass Water Treatment System Water Infrastructure $1,286,700 $428,900 $428,900 

Provincial 
Highway 

Highway 18 Glen Ewen to Oxbow Highways $2,500,000 $1,250,000 $1,250,000 

 

 

Helping Weyburn Youth Prepare for Jobs 

 

 

Infrastructure Funding Flowing to Souris-Moose Mountain 

When our government unveiled Canadaôs Eco-
nomic Action Plan in January, we committed to 
making a substantial investment to rebuild our 
countryôs infrastructure.  Not only did we set 
aside a large sum of dollars for infrastructure, we 
made a commitment to get the funding moving 
as soon as possible so that shovel ready pro-
jects could proceed this construction season and 
next. 
 
The object behind these infrastructure invest-
ments is two-fold. First, investments in local in-
frastructure projects create jobs and act as a 
stimulus for our economy.  This is especially wel-
comed during this period of economic slowdown.  
The second benefit of these infrastructure invest-
ments is that they will serve to lay a foundation 
for the future growth of our economy as we 
come out of the global recession.   
 
I am pleased to see that a number of cities, 
towns and rural municipalities across Souris-
Moose Mountain have been approved to receive 
joint federal and provincial funding to assist them 
in completing priority infrastructure priorities.    

 

Since February, 17 projects have been approved 
in the riding with a total federal-provincial invest-
ment of more than $30 million.  When municipal 
contributions are factored in, the total investment 
grows to nearly $50 million.  Projects being 
funded include drinking water upgrades, local 
road improvements, waste water initiatives and 
the construction of a new Civic Events Centre in 
Estevan.  
 
The funding for these projects is flowing through 
the Communities Component Program of the 
Building Canada Fund and the Infrastructure 
Stimulus Fund.  These projects are a great ex-
ample of what can be accomplished when fed-
eral, provincial and municipal governments work 
together towards a common objective.  As a re-
sult, we are seeing shovels in the ground on a 
number of projects already this summer.  This is 
good news for our economy and good news for 
our municipalities. 
 
A complete list of infrastructure funding flowing 
to Souris-Moose Mountain is included below: 
 

On May 20, 2009, I 

was pleased to an-
nounce $206,511 in 
federal Skills Link 
funding for TOP 
Youth Employment 
Services in Weyburn 
to support a project 
that will help youth 
facing employment 
barriers prepare for 
and find meaningful 
employment.   
 
In todayôs environ-
ment, it is more im-
portant than ever that 
our youth develop the 
skills needed to par-
ticipate and succeed 
in the job market.  
Programs like the 
one that TOP Youth 
Employment Services 
is coordinating are providing our youth with an 
opportunity to gain the skills, knowledge and 
work experience they need to reach their full po-
tential. 
 

 

 

The TOP Youth 
Employment Ser-
vices Inc. project is 
dedicated to helping 
a t - r i s k  y o u t h 
achieve their full 
potential by creating 
opportunities for 
them to explore 
their career futures, 
gain valuable work 
skills and build their 
self-confidence. Be-
tween May 11, 
2009, and May 7, 
2010, the organiza-
tion will provide out-
reach, client as-
sessment, case 
management ser-
vices and group-
based employability 
skills and work ex-
perience interven-

tions to improve the employability of youth fac-
ing barriers to employment, and to help these 
youth   participate  in   the  current  and   future   
 labour market.  
  
 

Photo Courtesy of Sabrina Kraft of the Weyburn Review 
 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P. with Debra Button, Mayor of Wey-
burn,  Tammie Jack, Director of TOP Youth Employment 
Services, and some of the young people who are bene-
fiting from the Skills Link funding at the announcement 
on May 20, 2009. 

Economic Action  Plan  has been   internationally 
recognized as the right response to the global 
recession.  Both the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) project 
Canada will experience the smallest contraction 
in the G-7 for 2009 and have the strongest 
recovery in the G-7 for 2010. 
 
The IMF has commended our governmentôs 
approach of providing an appropriately large, 
timely and well diversified stimulus package and 
for our measures to permanently reduce taxes, 
particularly for low and middle income 
households.  Canada was one of the last 
countries to enter into the recession and today 
we are on track to be among the first out of it. 
 
At present, we are beginning to see signs of 
stabilization and green shoots appearing in the 
economy, however this is a two year stimulus 
plan and there is more work to be done.  We 
remain committed to taking whatever actions are 
necessary to protect Canadians from the worst 
impacts of the recession. 
 
For more information on Canadaôs Economic 
Action Plan, please visit: www.actionplan.gc.ca. 

TOTALS:   $49,643,775  $15,197,922  $15,327,649 
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