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This is a budget that focuses on jobs and growth

- now and for the future.  During the good times 
we paid down debt by approximately $38 billion 
and during these difficult times we have 
introduced almost $40 billion of stimulus of which 
$19 billion is proposed to be spent in 2010.  
 
In the last year, over $60 million has flowed into 
Souris-Moose Mountain on the federal side 
alone through programs such as the Building 
Canada Fund, Infrastructure Stimulus Fund,  
Knowledge Infrastructure Program, RInC 
Program and ecoEnergy for Biofuels Program.  
To my recollection, Souris-Moose Mountain has 
not seen this level of federal investment ever.   
 
The budget in my view strikes the right balance. 
The economy is still fragile, the recovery is 
tentative and is only now taking hold.  Much has 
been accomplished to position Canada for future 
growth including Souris-Moose Mountain, but at 
the same time, the people of Canada and the 
constituents of Souris-Moose Mountain want us 
to get back to balanced budgets in a logical and 
measured way. 
 
We said we would not balance the budget by 
raising taxes. Canadians have been clear.  They 
do not want taxes raised.  In fact, the Throne 

Members of Parliament in the House of Commons showing their Olympic 
pride by sporting the infamous red Canadian Olympic mittens.  

 

Budget 2010 Lays Out Plan for Continued Recovery and Fiscal Restraint 

Speech stated, ñBalancing the nationôs books will 
not come at the expense of pensioners.  It will 
not come by cutting transfer payments for 
healthcare and education or by raising taxes on 
hard working Canadians.ò  But what we will do is 
restrain growth in spending by $17.6 billion over 
five years.  
 
Starting this year, the government will freeze the 
total amount spent on salaries, administration 
and overhead in government departments 
including the budgets of ministersô offices.  
Legislation will be introduced to freeze the 
salaries of the Prime Minister, Ministers, 
Members of Parliament and Senators.  In 
addition, a review of administrative services will 
be launched to improve efficiency and eliminate 
duplication and all department spending will be 
aggressively reviewed to ensure value for money 
and tangible results. 
 
Looking forward, Souris-Moose Mountain has a 
substantial foundation to build upon as our 
economy grows into the future.  We are currently 
sitting on one of North Americaôs premier oil 
reserves in the Bakken oil play.  As this resource 
is uncapped, it will bring significant economic 
benefits to our corner of the province.   
        Continued on Page 2 

On February 12, 2010, the Olympic 

flame was lit in Vancouver and 
Canada played host to the world as 
athletes from around the globe 
competed in the Olympic and 
Paralympic Winter Games.  The 
games presented us with a unique 
opportunity to showcase our 
country to the world ï to highlight 
our national pride, our diverse 
culture, our proud history, our 
passion for sports and our genuine 
hospitality.   
 
During the time leading up to the 
arrival of the games in Vancouver, 
Canadians from coast to coast  to 
coast embraced the Olympic spirit.  
In an effort to share the Olympic 
exper ience wi t h  as  many 
Canadians as possible, Canada 
coordinated the longest torch relay 

VANCOUVER 2010 WINTER OLYMPICS 

The Spirit of Canadaõs Games Captured the Heart of the Nation 

Ed Komarnicki  delivering a speech in the House 
of Commons on March  10, 2010, outlining the 
highlights of Budget 2010 and the steps Canada 
is taking towards economic recovery. 

in Olympic history which involved 
12,000 torch bearers.  The torch relay 
was 106 days in length, covered a 
distance of 45,000 kilometers and 
passed through more than 1,000 
communities.  
  
Of the thousands of Canadians who 
gathered in communities across the 
country to share in the celebrations 
surrounding the torch relay, an 
overwhelming number have said that 
the experience was one that they will 
never forget.  Several participants 
from Sourisï Moose Mountain were 
given the honour of participating in 
the torch relay, some of which 
included: Janet Heatcoat (Assiniboia), 
Tyson Schmidt (Weyburn), Larry 
Breault (Stoughton), Jessie Doan 
(Estevan), Mary Renard (Estevan) 
and    Mike    Schwean    (Moosomin).      
  Continued on Page 3 
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As of January 31, 2010, self-employed 

individuals can register for Employment 
Insurance (EI) special benefits. These hard 
working Canadians include small business 
owners, farmers, construction workers, 
professionals and those who own a home 
business, among many others. 
 
The four types of special benefits which self-
employed Canadians can now benefit from are: 
 
 

‚ maternity benefits 

‚ parental benefits 

‚ sickness benefits 

‚ compassionate care benefits 

 

 
Those who choose to take advantage of these 
special benefits will be required to register at 
least one year prior to claiming them.  Extending 
access to special benefits for the self-employed 
is the fair and right thing to do.  It is yet another 
way our government is supporting families and 
represents one of the most significant 
enhancements to the EI program in the last 
decade. 
 
For more information, please visit 
www.servicecanada.gc.ca or call the EI 
Telephone Information Service at 1-800-206-
7218. 
 

New Employment 

Insurance Special 

Benefits for the Self-

Employed 

A Jobs and Growth Budget (Continued from page 1) 

BUDGET 2010 EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 

In Estevan, the groundwork is being laid at 
Boundary Dam for the development of one of 
the worldôs first and largest commercial scale 
clean coal, carbon capture and storage 
demonstration projects.  Money is also flowing 
to the Southeast Regional College for the 
development of a new Saskatchewan Energy 
Training Institute in Estevan.   
 
Weyburn is host to EnCanaôs oilfield, the 
worldôs largest geological CO2 sequestration 
project and the largest commercial scale 
carbon dioxide enhanced oil recovery project in 
Canada. Weyburn is also home to the 
NorAmera Ethanol Plant.   
 
In the north part of our riding the Potash 
Corporation of Saskatchewan is conducting a 

mine and mill expansion at Rocanville.  The 
potash deposit at Rocanville is a valuable and 
cost-effective asset and the mine is sure to be 
an economic driver moving forward into the 
future.  
 
The past year has certainly posed its 
challenges, but in the big picture Canada is 
performing relatively well.  Canada is in much 
better shape than other developed nations.  
We are exiting the recession in a great position 
of strength.   
 
To read my budget speech in full, please visit 
www.edkom.ca.  For  more information on 
Canadaôs Economic Action Plan and Budget 
2010 please visit www.budget.gc.ca. 

 
 

 

3ð Point Plan to Return to Budgetary Balance 

Budget 2010 outlines a clear, three-point plan to return to a balanced 
budget once the economy has recovered:  

Stimulus will end as planned: The Government will follow through with the 

exit strategy built into its two year Economic Action Plan. 
 
Targeted spending growth restraint: The Government will restrain 

spending through targeted measures.  Salaries of the Prime Minister, Ministers, 
Members of Parliament and Senators will be frozen as well as ministersô offices and 
department budgets.  Towards achieving this objective, Budget 2010 proposes 
$17.6 billion in savings over five years. 
 
Comprehensive reviews of government: The Government will undertake 

a comprehensive review of government administrative functions and overhead 
costs to identify additional savings and improve service delivery. 

Alameda Speller Competes in Canwest Canspell 

National Spelling Bee in Ottawa 

I would like to congratulate McKenzie Warriner 

of Alameda, SK, on winning the Regina Leader
-Post Regional Spelling Bee. By correctly 
spelling the word PURLOIN, McKenzie 
guaranteed her spot to compete at the 2010 
Canwest Canspell National Spelling Bee held 
in Ottawa from March 24-29.  
 
I had the opportunity to meet McKenzie and 
her mother, Anita, during their visit to 
Parliament Hill.  I  was also fortunate to be able 
to watch the final round of the Canwest 
Canspell National Spelling competition in 
Ottawa.  Mackenzie did very well and we can 
all be proud of her accomplishment. 

Vandenhurk Family Wins Farm Family Award  

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., with McKenzie Warriner and 
her mother, Anita, during their visit to Parliament 
Hill. 

The Vandenhurk Family of the Macoun area were 
recipients of the Farm Family of the Year Award at 
the Farmersô Appreciation banquet in Estevan on 
February 18, 2010. L-R Dan and Louise 
Vandenhurk, Alda Vandenhurk, Denise and Tony 
Vandenhurk. (Photo courtesy of Estevan Mercury) 

I would like to congratulate the Vandenhurk 

family on receiving the Farm Family Award at the 
Farmersô Appreciation Day banquet held in 
Estevan on February 18th. The award was 
presented to the Vandenhurk brothers, Tony and 
Dan, their wives Denise and Louise as well as 
the brothersô mother, Alda. The Vandenhurk 
family has been committed to farming for more 
than half a century.  
 
The Vandenhurk familyôs dedication to 
agriculture and their ability to adapt and diversify 
has kept them ahead of the game.  The assets 
and family have grown to the place where each 
of the brothers are moving forward with their own 
family succession plans. We wish them and their 
families all the best as they continue in their 
future endeavours.  

OF INTEREST  

Tragedy in Haitið 

Canadians Reach Out 

The Governor Generalôs emotional response to 
the devastating earthquake in Haiti captured the 
anguish and the agony faced by those most 
affected. Canada responded swiftly to the crisis 
with the immediate deployment of a 
reconnaissance team carrying urgent supplies 
and expert personnel to assess the situation.    
Canadians responded in a big way by donating a 
record $220 million, a sum that has been 
matched by the Canadian government to assist 
with the urgent humanitarian situation.  
 
Former Estevan resident Bradley Chapman was 
among Canadaôs first deployed forces in Haiti 
aboard the HMCS Athabaskan. Chapman is a 
Leading Seaman in the Canadian Navy.  His 
work in Haiti involved assisting children in 
orphanages, debris removal and construction.  

Bradley Chapman, formerly of Estevan, was 
aboard the HMCS Athabaskan, one of two 
Canadian ships  that was immediately deployed 
from Canada to provide aid in Haiti. (Photo 
Courtesy of Estevan Lifestyles)  

As we work to transition out of this period of economic 
downturn, it is important that we work to our strengths.  
In Souris-Moose Mountain we have the economic 
diversity and economic potential to lead the way in our 
province and country to build the economy of 
tomorrow.  
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The Spirit of Canadaõs Games Captured the Heart of the Nation 

              (Continued from page 1) 

before she was scheduled to compete.  With 
sheer determination and a resolve to persevere 
through the pain of the moment, Joannie 
stepped on the ice in her first Olympic 
performance and delivered the skate of her life 
as a tribute to her mother.  She would go on to 
secure a bronze medal.  She captured my 
heart and the hearts of Canadians.  In my mind 
a great example of true grit where 
perseverance results in triumph rather than 
defeat.  It really  exemplifies the true character 
of our great country, Canada.   

It was touching to see the emotion and energy 
that was generated during this event.   
 
In addition to having participants from Souris-
Moose Mountain take part in the torch relay, we 
also had two athletes competing in the games, 
NHL star Brenden Morrow from Carlyle who 
played on the menôs hockey team and Colleen 
Sostorics of Kennedy who played for the 
womenôs hockey team.  Both of these hometown 
heroes came away from these games with 
Olympic gold.  
 
The 2010 Olympic Winter Games represented 
something significant for our country.  Canadians 
were united in a spirit of unity and patriotism in 
every region of the country.  Spontaneous 
renditions of óO Canadaô were common and   
national pride took hold as Canadians came out 
in record numbers to celebrate and honour the 
athletes.   
 
There was a mix of tragedy with the unfortunate 
death of the Georgian luge athlete and 
remarkable triumph by individual athletes in their 
quest for medals.  Canada watched as 
Alexandre Bilodeau, a Canadian freestyle skier, 
captured Canadaôs first ever Olympic gold medal 
on home soil.  We couldnôt help but be moved by 
the story of Bilodeauôs handicapped brother, the 
difference maker in his life that provided him with 
the source of inspiration he needed to excel in 
his sport.   
 
Then there was the heartbreaking story of 
Joannie Rochette, the Canadian figure skater 
whose mother suddenly passed away days 
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VANCOUVER 2010 WINTER OLYMPICS 

Weyburn resident Tyson Schmidt carried the 
Olympic torch as it passed through Caronport. 
Tyson was selected to carry the torch through 
an online contest sponsored by the Royal Bank 
of Canada.  (Photo Courtesy of Sharon Olson, 
Weyburn Review) 

Three time Olympic gold medalist Colleen 
Sostorics, pride of Kennedy, Saskatchewan, 
celebrating her gold medal win in Vancouver 
with the womenôs Olympic hockey team.  The 
Town of Kennedy hosted a celebration for 
Colleen on March 12th to commemorate her 
accomplishment.  

Jessie Doan of Estevan had the privilege of 
carrying the Olympic flame near Moosomin, SK.     
Jessie followed in the footsteps of her father, 
Larry,  who carried the Olympic torch  near 
Whitewood in 1988 for the Calgary Olympics. 
Photo: Jessie Doan with Moosomin residents 
Claudia and Brooklyn Griffin. (Photo Courtesy of 
Chris Jaster, Moosomin World-Spectator) 

Mary Renard of Estevan made a trip of more than 
500km  up to Blaine Lake, north of Saskatoon, 
where she carried the torch through the Main 
Street of Blaine Lake.  She was supported by her 
proud  grandparents Ernie and Helen Yanish, her 
grandmother Donna Renard and her parents Dean 
and Colleen. (Photo Courtesy of Estevan 
Lifestyles) 

This Olympics didnôt disappoint.  It took 
Canadians on an emotional journey that included 
moments of heartbreak, suspense, excitement 
and triumph.  This is the nature of competition.  
This too is the nature of the evolution of our 
great nation, Canada. 
 
In these games Canada set an outright record by 
winning 14 gold medals, the most ever in an 
Olympic Winter Games.  Our athletes also set a 
record for the most medals won by Canadians in 
a Winter Games, 26.  In addition, our paralympic 
athletes achieved great success winning 19 
medals, 10 of which were gold.      
 
As the Olympic games came to a close, there 
could not have been a more fitting ending than to 
have Canadaôs menôs hockey team square off 
against our rivals, the United States, in a gold 
medal matchup.  With more Canadians watching 
this game than any event in Canadian 
broadcasting history, the game was one for the 
ages.  Sidney Crosby became Canadaôs hockey 
hero as he scored an overtime goal that will be 
remembered for generations. 
 
There was something special about these Winter 
Games which most will tell you is really just too 
difficult to describe.  What we do know is that 
they became an outlet for us as Canadians to 
express our true colours, where for a moment 
we felt a national pride and a unity as a nation 
that we havenôt felt in a long time.  I would hope 
that as a country we can take the momentum we 
have gained from these games and build on it 
moving into the future.  
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Give Me Your Feedback 
In an effort to serve you better, I would like to know what you think.  Please take a moment to fill out this 

short survey and then tear off this card and mail it to me.  Remember, no postage is required. 

Do you agree with the governmentôs plan to reduce the deficit by restraining growth in government spending? 

           
 

         Yes_______  No_______ 

The opposition proposes raising taxes as an approach to helping Canada return to a balanced budget.  Do you 
believe that raising taxes is necessary?     

         Yes_______  No_______  

Additional Comments?  Iôd like to hear from you.  Please feel free to enclose on a separate sheet of paper. 

 GOVERNMENTõS JUSTICE AGENDA 

Under the former system, it became common 

practice for courts to grant criminals extra credit 
for time served before their trial, which put them 
back on the streets before they had paid their full 
debt to society.  The courts often used a 2-to-1 
ratio for credit given for pre-sentencing custody.  
On rare occasions the ratio could be as much as 
3-to-1.   
 
The new law makes it the general rule that the 
amount of credit for time served be capped at a 
1-to-1 ratio.  This would mean that one day of 
credit is offered for each day an individual has 
spent in custody prior to sentencing. For 
example,  if an offender who served 12 months 
in remand custody is sentenced to 4 years 
imprisonment, the net sentence will be 3 years 
(4 years minus 1 year). 
 
The new legislation will permit credit be given at 
a ratio of up to 1.5-toï1 only where 
circumstances justify it but it requires courts to 
explain the circumstances that justify a higher 
ratio. 

Governmentõs Truth in 

Sentencing Act Now in 

Force 

Do you agree with the measures the government is taking to strengthen the young offenders system? 
 
 

         Yes_______  No_______  

Many Canadians are of the view that violent and 

repeat young offenders need to be held 
accountable and that our youth criminal justice 
system needs to be strengthened to ensure that 
justice is served.  As part of  our governmentôs 
commitment to crack down on crime and ensure 
the safety and security of our communities, our 
government has recently announced legislation 
to strengthen Canadaôs young offenders system. 
 
The proposed amendments to the young 
offenders legislation would: 
 
¶ make protection of society the primary goal;  
¶ add deterrence and denunciation to the 

principles of sentencing which would allow 
courts to impose sanctions to discourage a 
particular offender from committing further 
offences; 

¶ simplify the rules to keep violent and repeat 
young offenders off the streets while 
awaiting trial, when necessary to protect 
society;  

¶ require the courts to consider adult 
sentences for youth convicted of the most 
serious crimes ï murder, attempted murder, 
manslaughter and aggravated assault;  

¶ strengthen sentencing provisions and 
remove barriers to custody, where 
appropriate, for violent and repeat young 
offenders; and 

¶ require the courts to consider publishing the 
name of a violent young offender when 
necessary for the protection of society.  

 
For more information on  these measures to 
strengthen Canadaôs young offenders system, 
please visit www.justice.gc.ca. 

Government Moves to Strengthen National Sex 

Offender Registry and DNA Data Bank  

Our government is taking action to strengthen 

the National Sex Offender Registry and the 
National DNA Data Bank to help ensure our 
children and communities are better protected 
from sexual predators.  The proposed legislative 
amendments our government has introduced 
would ensure that:   
 
¶ convicted sex offenders are automatically 

included in the Registry;  
¶ convicted sex offenders are automatically 

included in the Data Bank;  
¶ police can use the Registry proactively to 

prevent sexual offences, not just to 
investigate crimes after the fact;  

¶ authorities can include in the Registry those 
returning to Canada after being convicted of 
sex offences outside the country;  

¶ the Registry includes information on 
offendersô vehicles, including license plates; 
and 

¶ the Registry includes information on how 
offenders committed their crimes (method 
of operation), to help police investigate 
subsequent cases. 

 
To learn more about the action our government 
is taking to protect our communities, please 
visit www.publicsafety.gc.ca. 

Government Takes Action to Strengthen Young 

Offenders Legislation  

In March, the Daae family, a well known 

musical family from our corner of the province,   
set out on an eastern Canadian singing tour.  
During their eastern road trip they had the 
opportunity to stop in Ottawa where I was able 
to meet up with them and show them some of 
the sights of Parliament Hill. 

Daae Family Visits 

Ottawa 

Photo L-R (Back Row) Crystal, Amanda, 
Shaya, Cathy, Lauren, Wayne and Daniel 
(Front Row) Michael and Shannon in the 
House of Commons. 

Legislation Passed to Get 

Tough on Identity Theft 

Our Government is pleased to welcome the 

coming into force of Bill S-4, legislation that will 
provide police and law enforcement officials with 
the important tools they need to crack down on 
identity theft, a fast growing crime in North 
America. 
 
Organized crime and modern technology are 
changing the criminal landscape with new and 
rapidly-evolving technologies that make identity 
theft easier than ever.  This new legislation will 
aim to protect Canadians from identity theft by 
creating three new identity theft offences 
targeting the early stages of identity-related 
crime, all subject to 5 year maximum prison 
sentences: 
 
¶ Obtaining and possessing identity 

information with the intent to use the 
information deceptively, dishonestly, or 
fraudulently in the commission of a crime; 

 
¶ Trafficking in identity information, an 

offence that targets those who transfer or sell 
information to another person with 
knowledge of, or recklessness as to, the 
possible criminal use of the information; and 

 
¶ Unlawfully possessing or trafficking in 

government-issued identity documents 
that contain information of another person. 

CONSTITUENTS IN OTTAWA 

Do you agree with the governmentôs tough on crime agenda? 
         

         Yes_______  No_______ 

          


