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Highway 39 Truck Bypass Referenced in Budget 

 Ed Komarnicki  

 Member of Parliament 

Moosomin Office 
Box 1648  

Moosomin, SK S0G 3N0 
Phone: 306-435-2831 
Fax: 306-435-2837 

Email: komare3@parl.gc.ca 

I n v e s t m e n t  i n 

infrastructure is a 
key part of Canadaôs 
Economic Action 
Plan.  The Highway 
39 Truck Bypass in 
Estevan is a major 
infrastructure project 
that was identified in 
the budget as one of 
the priority projects 
for Saskatchewan 
with the cost to be 
shared by the federal 
a n d  p r o v i n c i a l 
governments. 
 
I was more than 
pleased to see this 
project referenced in the budget. The truck 
bypass is a project my office and I have 
promoted over a number of years and through a 
number of ministers.    

 

The bypass will 
provide significant 
benefits for improving 
the movement of 
goods and people in 
the southeast corner 
of our province.  It is 
also a project that will 
allow our corner of the 
province to effectively  
manage and plan for 
the future growth of 
our economy. 
 
My office will continue 
t o  f o l l o w 
developments relating 
to this project closely 
as more details 

become available with respect to the specifics 
of the funding, the location of the highway and 
the timing of construction. 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., with the Minister of Finance, Jim 
Flaherty, in the House of Commons discussing the 
Highway 39 Truck Bypass project and its inclusion in 
Budget 2009.  

 

Our government is 
taking steps to get 
shovels in the 
ground  and to flow 
money faster for 
t a r g e t e d 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
p r o j e c t s  i n 
S a s k a t c h e w a n 
communities in the 
2009 and 2010 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
seasons. 
 
Communities and 
rural municipalities 
around Sour is-
Moose Mountain  
h a v e  b e e n 
s u b m i t t i n g 
applications for 
i m p o r t a n t 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

projects in their municipalities.  I look forward to 
increased and accelerated federal funding 
flowing to Souris-Moose Mountain for much 
needed local infrastructure projects. 

 

 

Government Invests in Upgrades to Weyburnõs Infrastructure 

On March 20th, 

2009, I had the 
p r i v i l e g e  o f 
a n n o u n c i n g 
federal  funding for 
t he  C i t y  o f 
W e y b u r n  t o 
c o m p l e t e 
upgrades to the 
w a s t e w a t e r 
treatment system. 
 
T h e  f e d e r a l 
government along 
with the provincial 
government are 
each investing 
nearly $2 million to 
construct a new 
sewage lift station 
for the city.   
 
 
The funding flowed through the first round of the 
Building Canada Communities Component 
Program.  The total cost of the project will 
amount to just over $5.9 million.  
 
 

                                    Photo Courtesy of the Weyburn Review 
 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P., right, along with Weyburn Big Muddy 
MLA Dustin Duncan and Mayor Debra Button checking out the 
engineering plans for the City of Weyburnôs new sewage lift 
station. 

 

 

Taking Action-Canadaõs 

Economic Action Plan 

On January 27
th
, 2009, Finance Minister Jim 

Flaherty released Canadaôs Economic Action 
Plan designed to stimulate the economy and 
help Canadians weather the current global 
economic storm.  The Conservative Government 
has set out a multi-year plan to get the economy 
back on track that includes immediate 
investment in roads, bridges, housing and other 
critical infrastructure, tax relief for Canadians, 
investment for struggling industries and 
increased support for the Employment Insurance 
program. 
 
We have listened, we have heard and now we 
are acting to implement a historic budget for a 
historic time.  This session of Parliament is all 
about the economy.  It is about priming the 
economic pump to ensure our economy 
continues to adequately function during a 
worldwide economic crisis.  It is about helping 
protect and create jobs, providing support to 
families, restoring consumer confidence and 
preparing our country for success in the years 
ahead with meaningful, timely and targeted 
investments. 
 
Canadaôs Economic Action Plan includes 
initiatives to stimulate and protect the economy 
with: 
 

¶ Action to Reduce Taxes; 
¶ Action to Build Infrastructure; 
¶ Action to Stimulate Housing Construction; 
¶ Action to Support Workers; 
¶ Action to Improve Access to Financing; 
¶ Action to Support Communities. 
 
This is a comprehensive budget that provides 
support for a broad base of Canadians.  We are 
working hard and taking appropriate action 
through our Economic Action Plan to ensure that 
we come out of this period of economic 
downturn in a position of enduring strength. 
 
As your Member of Parliament, you can be 
assured that I am listening closely to your 
concerns and value your input.  I have 
highlighted a few of the key measures of 
Canadaôs Economic Action Plan throughout the 
pages of this mailout. For more information on 
Budget 2009 you can also visit www.fin.gc.ca.   
 
To track the progress of Canadaôs Economic 
Action Plan, you can visit www.ActionPlan.gc.ca. 
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Canadaõs Economic Action Planð Investing in our Future 

Canada is feeling the effects of a global 

economic downturn.  In these difficult economic 
times, our Conservative Governmentôs top 
priority is to protect Canadaôs economy. 
 
Our Economic Action Plan is a multi-year 
strategy  to  stimulate  the  economy and  protect  

 

strategic investments in the short term that will 
prepare our country for success in the years 
ahead. 
 
Canadaôs Economic Action Plan will keep the 
economy moving with: 

 

jobs.  The Action Plan will  help Canadians 
hardest hit by the current economic conditions 
while providing important stimulus to 
strengthen economic growth.    
 
The plan sets out to secure Canadaôs long term 
economic   prosperity  by   making  meaningful,  

In addition to the Conservative Government delivering billions of dollars of tax relief since taking office in 2006, the Conservative Economic Action Plan 

delivers $20 billion in tax relief over five years to put money back into the pockets of Canadian families and stimulate the economy.  
 

VReduced Income Taxes:  

The Governmentôs Economic Action Plan will raise the basic personal amount to $10,320 in 2009.  That means that you can earn more income before 
paying any federal income tax.  Weôre also shifting the first and second income tax brackets to $40,726 and $81,452 respectively.  This delivers 
significant income tax relief to middle-class Canadians by applying lower tax rates to more income. 
 
¶ For a family with a total income of $15,000 to $30,000 in 2009, the tax savings will average $168; 
¶ For a family with a total income of $45,000 to $60,000 in 2009, the tax savings will average $356; 
¶ For a family with a total income of $80,000 to $100,000 in 2009, the tax savings will average $614. 

VTax Relief for Low Income Canadians:  

¶ Doubling the tax relief provided by the Working Income Tax Benefit and raising the level at which the National Child Benefit supplement for low-
income families and the Canada Child Tax Benefit are phased out. 

Even More Tax Relief: Reducing Income Tax for All Taxpayers. 

Action to Build Infrastructure and Social Housing: Creating Jobs for Today and Investing in 
our Future. 

VInvestment in Infrastructure:  

The Governmentôs Economic Action Plan takes immediate action to build and upgrade Canadaôs infrastructure.  Weôre investing almost $12 billion in 
new infrastructure funding over two years.  This unprecedented investment will create real jobs for Canadians now while building for Canadaôs future. 
 

¶ Investing $4 billion over two years to restore aging infrastructure; 
¶ Allocating $1 billion for a Green Infrastructure Fund; 
¶ Providing $500 million over two years to a new program called Recreational Infrastructure Canada (RInC) to build and renew community 

recreation facilities; 
¶ Investing $2 billion for repair, maintenance and construction of post-secondary institutions. 

 

VInvestment in Social Housing:  

The Government is committed to investing in social housing construction and renovation.  This investment will stimulate our construction and building 
supplies industries while providing support for some of the most vulnerable in our society. 
 

¶ Providing $1 billion over two years for renovation and energy retrofits to social housing; 
¶ Investing $875 million over two years for social housing units for low-income seniors, persons with disabilities and social housing on First 

Nations reserves; 
¶ Making available up to $2 billion over two years in low cost loans to municipalities to improve housing-related infrastructure. 

Strengthened Benefits for Workers: Helping the Most Vulnerable and Training for the Jobs 
of Tomorrow. 

 

Canadaôs Economic Action Plan includes significant measures that will support Canadians who are hardest hit by downturns in employment.  Our 

governmentôs initiatives will not only support Canadians in the short term through increased EI benefits, but help them find new long-term job prospects 
with investments in training.  
 

 VStrengthening Benefits for Canadian Workers:  

To assist Canadians adversely affected by job losses, the government is: 
 

¶ Providing a five-week extension to all regular Employment Insurance benefits for two years; 
¶ Extending work-sharing agreements by 14 weeks to a maximum of 52 weeks so more Canadians can continue working; 
¶ Investing $500 million over two years to extend EI income benefits for workers participating in longer-term training. 

 

VEnhancing the Availability of Training:  

Many Canadians in the hardest-hit sectors can pursue new job opportunities through training.  Thatôs why our Conservative Government is helping to 
expand training opportunities for those who need it most by: 
 

¶ Increasing funding for training delivered through the EI program by $1 billion over two years; 
¶ Investing $500 million in a Strategic Training and Transition Fund to support the needs of individuals who do not qualify for EI training, such as 

the self-employed or those who have been out of work for a prolonged period. 

The Conservative Governmentôs Economic Action Plan recognizes that in order to drive economic growth and job creation, our businesses need to be 

strong and viable. For this reason the government is taking action to support businesses and promote economic opportunity.  
 

 VPromoting Investment and Competition:  

¶ Extending the temporary 50-per-cent straight-line accelerated capital cost allowance rate to investment in manufacturing or processing 
machinery and equipment undertaken in 2010 and 2011; 

¶ Improving access to financing for businesses to obtain the resources they need to invest, grow and create jobs; 
¶ A two-year, 100 percent capital cost allowance rate for investment in computers. 
 

VReducing Taxes for Small Business:  

¶ Increasing the amount of small business income eligible for the reduced federal tax rate of 11 percent to $500,000 from $400,000 as of January 
1, 2009. 

Action to Support Business: Promoting Economic Opportunity to Drive Economic Growth. 



3 Ed Komarnicki, M.P.  Souris -Moose Mountain  

To change this text, go to the background page (CTRL-M) 

Pour modifier ce texte, allez à la page dôarrière-plan (CTRL-M) 

In January, Ed had the opportunity to visit the Grade 5 students at Spruce Ridge School in Estevan.  He 

shared with the students some of his experiences as Member of Parliament.  The class asked some excellent 

questions about government and the responsibilities of a Member of Parliament.  A special thanks is extended 

to Mrs. Walliser and Mr. Harris for hosting the visit. 

 

Home Renovation Tax Credit 

Home renovations create local business activity by increasing the need for workers, building 

materials and other goods and services.  Renovations are also smart investments that add long term 
value to a home and can reduce energy consumption and other long-term costs. 
 
The Home Renovation Tax Credit (HRTC) is a new measure introduced by the government that 
provides an incentive for Canadians to undertake new renovations or accelerate planned projects.   
 
Hereôs how you can benefit: 
¶ The HRTC can be claimed on your 2009 tax return. 
¶ The HRTC will apply to eligible home renovation expenditures for work performed, or goods 

acquired, after January 27, 2009 and before February 1, 2010. 
¶ The 15% credit may be claimed on the portion of eligible expenditures exceeding $1,000, but not 

more than $10,000, meaning the maximum tax credit that can be received is $1,350. 
¶ Renovation costs associated with renovating a kitchen, bathroom or basement, replacing 

flooring, building a deck or fence or purchasing a new furnace will all be eligible for the credit. 
¶ Some ineligible expenditures include the purchase of furniture and appliances, the purchase of 

tools and the costs of routine maintenance expenses (ie. snow cleaning, furnace cleaning, etc.) 
 

For more information on the HRTC you can visit www.cra.gc.ca  

Ed Komarnicki, M.P. at the announcement to mark 

the opening of the Trans-Canada Highway expansion 

in Moosomin. The event was held at the  Moosomin 

Town Hall and was  well attended. 

 

  A Visit to Spruce Ridge School in Estevan 

Moosomin Highway Expansion 

On December 5th, 2008, I was pleased to 

announce the opening of the 135 km twinning 
of Trans-Canada Highway 1 between 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. The final stage 
of construction on Highway 1 East involved 
completing twinned lanes from 3.6 km east of 
Wapella to 3 km east of Moosomin, including a 
new bypass around Moosomin. The total cost 
of twinning Highway 1 was $217 million with 
$59 million contributed by the Government of 
Canada.  
 

The Government of Canada is delivering on its 
commitment to improve Canadaôs infrastructure 
systems. The twinning of the Trans-Canada 
Highway 1 in Saskatchewan will increase 
existing infrastructure capacity, enhance road 
safety and bring positive economic results to 
Canadians.   

A Tribute to Retired Senator 

Len Gustafson 

 

Ogema Showcased on 

International Stage 

Ogema, Saskatchewan with a population of 320 

received a Silver Award at the International 
Awards for Liveable Communities 2008 held in 
Dongguan, China.  Congratulations Ogema! 
 
The LivComm awards are a UN endorsed 
international competition that judges the worldôs 
most liveable communities.  The focus of the 
evaluation is on six criteria that include: 
enhancement of landscape, heritage 
management, environmentally sensitive 
practices, community sustainability, healthy 
lifestyles and planning for the future. 
 
Ogema was awarded a Silver Award in the 
20,000 and under population category.  Most 
notably, however, the town was the recipient of  
the Heritage Management Award.  Ogema beat 
out all of its competitors to receive this award, 
including Johannesburg, South Africa.  The town 
was recognized for the work it has done in 
preserving its community heritage buildings, the 
local museum, the railway line and grain 
elevator. Continue to keep Ogemaôs pride alive! 
 
Travelling to Dongguan, China in November to 
make a presentation on behalf of the community 
of Ogema were Mayor Wayne Myren, his partner  
Faye Bell and Carol Peterson (Pictured below). 
We were sorry to hear of the sudden passing of 
Faye shortly following this trip. 

It is with great pleasure that I take this 

opportunity to recognize the Honourable Len 
Gustafson upon his recent retirement from 
Canadaôs Senate.  Len has had an outstanding 
and distinguished career in federal politics 
representing the people of Saskatchewan and 
Souris-Moose Mountain for almost thirty years. 
 

Lenôs federal career in politics began when he 
was elected as Member of Parliament for 
Assiniboia (later SourisïMoose Mountain) in 
1979.  He served the constituents of this riding in 
this capacity until 1993.  During that period, he 
also served as Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Prime Minister from 1984-1993.  Len was then 
called to the Senate in 1993 where he served 
until his retirement on November 10, 2008. 
 

On January 8, 2009, he had the honour of being 
appointed to the Privy Council in recognition of 
his many years of service to our country.  Len 
was especially known for his knowledge and 
passion for agricultural issues.  He will no doubt 
be missed by many of his colleagues on the Hill.  
Congratulations on your retirement Len!    
 

Pictured below: Len Gustafson and his wife Alice 
with Prime Minister Stephen Harper and 
Governor General Micha±lle Jean at Rideau 
Hall. 

Federal Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz and Saskatchewan Agriculture Minister Bob Bjornerud have 

signed the Growing Forward bilateral and contribution agreements. This agreement includes new 
non-Business Risk Management programming for Saskatchewan farmers and ranchers. The suite of 
programs announced will provide flexibility to Saskatchewan producers, by allowing them to select 
from the programming available to meet their operation's needs. 
 
Highlights of the Growing Forward programs for Saskatchewan include funding for a province-wide 
Farm and Ranch Water Infrastructure Program, farm business programs, environmental programs, 
food safety, biosecurity and voluntary traceability programming as well as funding toward provincial 
research and innovation. 
 
The Growing Forward agreement signed by the federal and provincial ministers will deliver more 
than $216 million in non-Business Risk Management agriculture programming in Saskatchewan over 
the next four years. 
 
For more information on Growing Forward programs in Saskatchewan, visit 
www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca or www.agr.gc.ca/GrowingForward, or call 1-866-457-2377. 

 

Growing Forwardð The New Agriculture Policy Framework 

http://www.agriculture.gov.sk.ca/
http://www.agr.gc.ca/GrowingForward
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Moosomin Office Grand Opening on February 17, 
2009. L-R Ed Hildebrandt, Chamber Director, Ed 
Komarnicki, M.P., Mayor Larry Miskiman, 
Charlene Easton, Constituency Assistant and 
Aldyn King, Souris-Moose Mountain Conservative 
Association Board Director. 

 

www.edkomarnicki.ca  

 

Moosomin Constituency 

Office Now Open  

Sharon Leguee and her daughter Sarah with Ed 
Komarnicki, M.P.  Sharon and Sarah live on a farm 
just outside Weyburn in the Fillmore area.  The two of 
them visited Ottawa in January and had the 
opportunity to tour the sites of Parliament Hill. 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P. with the SEVEC exchange students from Saskatchewan in 

the Hall of Honour during the groupôs tour of Parliament Hill.   

 
  SEVEC Exchange Group Vis i ts  Ot tawa 

A group of students 

from the Grenfell, 
Wolseley, Neudorf 
B a l c a r r e s  a n d 
Lemberg area were 
in Ottawa in February 
on an exchange trip. 
 
The exchange  was 
arranged through an 
organization known 
as SEVEC.  The 
students were paired 
with host families in 
Ottawa where they 
spent the week 
pa r t i c ipa t ing  in 
various activities and 
visiting sites around 
the capital.  

Ed Komarnicki, M.P. is 

pleased to announce 
the opening of a new 
constituency office in 
Moosomin, SK  and to 
introduce Charlene 
Easton as the new 
Constituency Assistant. 
 

The office is located  at 806 Broadway 
Ave. and open Tues. Wed. and Thurs. 
from 9am to 12pm. 
 
If there is any matter that the office can 
assist you with, please do not hesitate to 
stop by or call (306) 435-2831. 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P. visiting the Four Nations Care 
Lodge at White Bear First Nation.  (L-R) Susan 
Thompson, Constituency Executive Assistant,  
Darlene Standingready, Director, Angeline McArthurï 
Delorme, Vice President, Four Nations Care Lodge, 
Ed Komarnicki, M.P., Sarah McArthur, Director and 
Anna Parent. 

 
 

 

Four Nations Care Lodge 

As of January 1, 2009, Canadian residents aged 18 or older are eligible to open a Tax-Free 

Savings Account (TFSA).  The TFSA is the most innovative personal savings vehicle since the 
introduction of the RRSP.  All investment income earned in the TFSA, including interest income, 
dividend payments and capital gains will grow tax free and remain tax free even when it is 
withdrawn. 
 
The new Tax -Free Savings Account will let you:  
 
¶ Contribute up to $5,000 annually; 
¶ Carry over unused contribution room to future years; 
¶ Make unlimited withdrawals at any time with no tax penalty; 
¶ Invest savings in a general savings account, mutual funds, stocks, Guaranteed Investment 

Certificates (GICs), bonds and certain shares of small business corporations; 
¶ Pay no tax on any interest, capital gains or dividends you earn. 
 

For more information on the TFSA, you can visit www.cra.gc.ca  

 

Tax Free Savings Accountð Get More From Your Savings 

 Oxbow Prai r ie  Heights School  Grade 8 Class 

Ed Komarnicki, M.P 

with the Grade 8 
class at Oxbow 
Pra i r ie  He ig h ts 
School. 
 
Ed visited the class in 
March.  The students 
were studying about 
government and had 
the opportunity to ask 
Ed  a variety of  
quest ions about 
politics and his role 
as Member of 
Parliament.  

Give Me Your Feedback 
In an effort to serve you better, I would like to 

know what you think.  If you have any 
questions regarding any of the material 
included in this mailout or should you have any 
specific concerns you wish to raise with my 
office, I would be more than happy to hear 
from you.  Please mail you comments  postage 
free to: 

 
Ed Komarnicki, M.P.  
House of Commons  

Ottawa, ON  
K1A OA6  

 
 

 

Constituents In Ottawa 

I enjoyed attending the 5th Annual Canwest 

CanSpell Spelling Bee on March 14th in 
Regina where 40 Regional Finalists competed 
for a spot to represent southern Saskatchewan 
in the Canadian final in Ottawa. 
 
I would like to extend my congratulations to the 
following spellers from Souris-Moose Mountain 
who competed as regional finalists in Regina:  
 
¶ McKenzie Warriner from Alameda 
¶ Vanessa Bendtsen from Carlyle 
¶ Taylor Howe from Carlyle 
¶ Wyatt Dougherty from Estevan  
¶ Edwin Hookenson from Lampman  
  
Congratulations on a job well done! 

  Canwest CanSpell  

Regional Spelling Bee 


