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The Government is taking action to modernize 

Canadaôs consumer product regulations through a 
new labelling plan to clearly identify Canadian foods, 
new Consumer Product Safety legislation and 
proposed amendments to the Food and Drugs Act 
that also impact natural health products.  The 
measures are part of the governmentôs Food and 
Consumer Safety Action Plan. 
 
To improve the labelling information on food products, 
the government has announced a plan to modernize 
the federal guidelines governing the use of ñProduct 
of Canadaò and ñMade in Canadaò labels to ensure 
they clearly identify the Canadian content in food 
products.   
 
Under the proposed new guidelines, in order that a 
manufacturer be allowed to use the ñProduct of 
Canadaò label, all or virtually all of the contents of the 
product must be Canadian.  Therefore, all major 
ingredients, processing and labour used to make the 
product would need to be Canadian.  A qualified 
ñMade in Canadaò label would be applied to products 
containing imported ingredients as long as the 
products are manufactured or processed in Canada.   
 
The government is taking a further step to protect 
Canadian consumers and enhance their confidence 
in the safety of the products they buy with the 
introduction of a new Canada Consumer Product 
Safety Act, Bill C-52.   
  
The new legislation focuses on three key areas: 
active prevention, targeted oversight and rapid  

 

response when addressing safety risks associated with 
consumer products.  The bottom line is for the first time 
ever, the government will have the power to 
automatically pull dangerous products from store 
shelves when a company fails to act. 
 
Another key component of the governmentôs Consumer 
Food and Safety Action plan includes proposed 
amendments to the Food and Drugs Act which are 
outlined in Bill C-51.   There has been considerable 
concern expressed by natural health product users 
regarding this legislation.  Unfortunately, there has 
been a lot of misinformation concerning the impact this 
legislation will have on natural health products. 
 
Essentially, Bill C-51 will not affect the manner in which 
natural health products are regulated in Canada as the 
natural health product regulations introduced in 2004 
will continue to operate the same way under proposed 
Bill C-51.  To help alleviate the concerns of interested 
stakeholders, amendments to the Bill have been 
introduced to ensure legitimate fears of natural health 
product users are addressed.  If the proposed 
amendments are adopted, for the first time, natural 
health products would be defined within the Act as a 
ñthirdò category apart from Food and Drugs.  I 
personally want to be assured that natural health 
product users can continue to use products they view 
as helpful in addressing their health concerns so long 
as there are no clear health and safety concerns. 
  
For more information, including questions and answers  
on  the Food and Consumer Safety Action Plan, please 
visit www.healthycanadians.ca. 
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No I donôt agree with the idea of having someone like 
Henry Morgentaler being appointed to the Order of 
Canada, absolutely not. 
 
For Canadian citizens there are three possible 
appointments to the Order of Canada: Companion, 
Officer or Member.  Companions are appointed in 
recognition of a lifetime of outstanding achievement 
and merit of the highest degree, especially in service 
to Canada or to humanity at large.  Officers are 
appointed in recognition of a lifetime of achievement 
and merit of a high degree, especially in service to 
Canada or to humanity at large.  Finally, Members 
are appointed in recognition of a lifetime of 
distinguished service in or to a particular community, 
group or field of activity. 
 
Morgentaler was appointed as a Member.  One could 
argue that he falls in the Member category as it is 
much broader in application than the other two.  
Although I personally do not agree that Dr. 
Morgentalerôs service was distinguished or that he 
should be recognized in any fashion, there is no 
provision for a politician to reverse the decision once 
it is made. 
     
When it comes to appointing nominees to the Order 
of Canada, selections for the Order are made by an 
arms-length Advisory Council comprised of the 
following   positions:  the   Chief  Justice  of   Canada, 
    Continued on Page 2 

 

 

Dionôs Carbon Tax Bound to Hurt Saskatchewan and Souris- Moose Mountain in Particular  

 

ñ Why is it that whenever a Liberal politician wants to 

win an election, one of his first thoughts is: Letôs do 
over the West!? Pierre Trudeau did it several times.  
Jean Chretien did it each election, except his first.  
Paul Martin hung on to a minority for his party in 2004 
by making Albertaôs health care reforms (which never 
really existed) into a national bogeyman.ò  (Lorne 
Gunter, Calgary Herald, July 2, 2008) 
 
Dionôs carbon tax is nothing more than a tax grab to 
fund Liberal spending while punishing ordinary 
Canadians in his attempt to say he is greener than 
everyone else.  It is an attack on fossil fuels like oil, 
coal and natural gas, something we produce a lot of 
in Souris-Moose Mountain.  He might as well back up 
a Brinks Truck to Saskatchewan as he imposes his 
punitive tax for distribution elsewhere. 
 
Dion has admitted to reporters that Alberta and 
Saskatchewan produce 40 percent of the countryôs 
greenhouse gas emissions and so will be impacted 
the most under his plan.  Because Dionôs plan places 
a tax on carbon, it naturally follows that the two 
provinces will be responsible to carry 40 percent of 
Dionôs new green levy. 

Dion plans the carbon tax to apply to the full range of  

fossil fuels including coal, propane, natural gas, oil 
and diesel.  The price of carbon will start at $10 per 
tonne in the first year and steadily rise by $10 per 
tonne each successive year reaching $40 per tonne 
by year four.  But hear this, he says, ñFurther into the 
future the price on carbon will continue its gradual 
rise to reflect the true social costs of pollution.ò  Dion 
wonôt stop with this plan because it is just the start.  
Once the Liberal tax and spend mentality takes hold, 
look out! 
 
What he is really saying is get ready to pay a whole 
lot more for your electricity, your propane, gasoline, 
diesel, home heating oil and the like.  If youôre a 
farmer, shipper or trucker, the consequences are 
obvious. 
 
At the end of the day, Dionôs plan lacks any clear cut 
details as to how it will achieve any concrete 
environmental objectives.  The plan is nothing more 
than a tax grab  wrapped up in green packaging.   If 
the carbon tax policy is allowed to go forward, it will 
destroy jobs and drive up the cost of gas, electricity 
and everything else you buy.  All of this from Mr. Dion 
who said in 2006 that a carbon tax was ñsimply bad 
policy.ò  Well, it is.   

The bottom line is that a carbon tax will have significant 
consequences for our provinceôs economy. As 
Saskatchewan Energy and Resources Minister Bill 
Boyd stated in a recent interview, ñItôs going to 
dramatically impact upon our economy and weôre just 
not in favour of it in any way.ò (Globe and Mail, June 
28, 2008) 
 
When Dion has been questioned about the regional 
inequity of his carbon tax plan, he has tried to hide 
behind the argument that it is a national plan.  Lorne 
Gunter in a recent editorial pointed out, ñThe national 
energy program (NEP) was a national plan, too, which, 
as Green Shift appears set to do, served as a massive 
interregional wealth transfer, taking trainloads of cash 
from the western economy and redistributing it to 
Quebec, Ontario and the Atlantic provinces.ò (Calgary 
Herald, July 2, 2008) 
 
The ñGreen Shiftò as Dion calls it, is an interesting 
concept nonetheless.  It is taking money away from you 
while leaving you with the hope you might get some of 
it back somehow.  Only the Liberals would think of a 
policy to tax Canadians in order to give them a tax 
break.  It is nothing more than a green facade that 
lacks economic sense and represents poor 
environmental policy. 

 

Appointment of  

Dr. Henry Morgentaler to the  
Order of Canada  



2 Ed Komarnicki, M.P.  Souris ïMoose Mountain  

To change this text, go to the background page (CTRL-M) 

Pour modifier ce texte, allez à la page dôarrière-plan (CTRL-M) 

at a time where, it 
stated, the Soviet 
regime dumped 1.7 
million tonnes of grain 
on the western 
markets at the height 
of the Holodomor.  
 
As reported by 
Campbell Clark, in 
t o d a y ' s  O t t a w a 
Citizen: 
 
Mr .  Yushchenko 
stated, ñIn this brutal, 
inhumane way, the 
Communist authorities 
were trying to deal a 
mortal blow to the 
very foundation and 
heart of our nation, to 
the peasants and 

farmers, and thus eliminate the future possibility of 
reviving and growing as an independent Ukraine.ò 
     
President Yushchenko also stated in this House: 
ñFirst, and probably most important, Ukraine is a 
country of full democracy.  The leading international 
organizations recognize Ukraine as a free 
democratic state. 
 
ñThe breaking point for this was the Orange 
Revolution in 2004.  It witnessed the maturity of the 
Ukrainian nation, which in critical times stood up for 
its independence and for fundamental human rights 
and freedoms. The Orange Revolution awoke our 
society and made irreversible and positive changes 
in human minds.  Ukrainians believed in their own 
strengths and in their own ability to stand up for 
their rights and for their own destiny.ò 
 
In my mind, he symbolized and personified the fact 
that despite the best strike of the enemy, good can, 
and does, prevail. 
 
As I previously quoted from Orest Subtelny, who 
said, ñ[Ukraine suffered] a tragedy of unfathomable 
proportions, it traumatized the nation, leaving it with 
deep social, psychological, political, and 
demographic scars that it carries to this day.ò 
     
The President bears the marks on his body at the 
attempt made to strike at the very heart of his being. 
So does the nation of Ukraine. 
     
What Stalin attempted was to break the will of a 
people, but could not. The nation still walks today, a 
free and democratic nation, albeit bearing the scars 
and with a limp but with a resolve and a character 
that has risen to the occasion.  
 
For the full version of this speech, please visit 
www.edkomarnicki.ca. 
      

Ukrainian President 

Victor Yushchenko 
visited Canada in May 
on an official State visit.  
The day following the 
Presidentôs address to 
Parliament, I had the 
privilege and honour of 
speaking in support of 
Bill C-459, An Act to 
establish a Ukrainian 
Famine and Genocide 
Memorial Day and to 
recognize the Ukrainian 
Famine of 1932-33 as 
an act of genocide.  
 
The following are 
excerpts from the 
House of Commons 
Hansard of my speech 
on May 27, 2008: 
 
Mr. Ed Komarnicki (Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, CPC) :    
Since the collapse of the former Soviet Union in 1990, 
there has been a growing awareness of the incredible 
extent of the crimes against humanity and the harsh 
consequences of communism.  
     
One of the most horrendous of these crimes against 
humanity was the Stalinist genocide against the 
Ukrainians in 1932-33, known as the Holodomor, the 
Great Hunger or the Soviet Terror Famine. This strike 
against the culture, identity and the very lives of the 
people of Ukraine remains to this day a cornerstone 
of the collective memory of the Ukrainian people and 
of the Ukrainian diaspora in Canada. 
     
Unfortunately, this great human catastrophe remains 
largely unknown to most non-Ukrainians as well as to 
some Ukrainians.  
     
It also was important to have the President of Ukraine 
visit this House and address, not only members of the 
House but also the Senate, dignitaries, diplomats and 
a full visitors gallery, to speak to the facts of what 
occurred and to speak openly about those facts and 
the prospects for Ukraine. 
     
I think it is important that people know what 
happened, that the tragic deaths of several million 
men, women and children does not go unnoticed, and 
that those deaths in Ukraine by starvation, in a nation 
that was the breadbasket of Europe, needs to 
exposed. The facts need to be brought to the 
consciousness of all communities and nations, never 
to be forgotten.   
 
As the Ukrainian Canadian Congress stated in its 
literature, the region was also isolated by armed units 
so that people could not exit to search for food. This 

 

 

Government of Canada Offers Apology for the Indian Residential School System  

On June 11, 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper 

rose in the House of Commons and on behalf of the 
Government of Canada and all Canadians provided a 
historic formal apology to former students of Indian 
Residential Schools for the damaging impact the 
schools had on Aboriginal culture, heritage and 
language. 
  
It was a good day.  It was a good day for the soul 
too!  The statement of apology to former students of 
Indian Residential Schools reached farther and was 
in effect a heartfelt apology to all First Nations 
members for a tragic and sad period in our nation's 
history.  
  
Without truth there cannot be reconciliation.  As 
referred to in the statement by the Prime Minister of 
Canada:  ñFor more than a century, Indian Residential 
Schools separated over 150,000 Aboriginal children 
from their families and communities.  The two primary 
objectives were to remove and isolate the children 
from the influence of their homes, families, traditions 
and cultures, and to assimilate them into the 
dominant culture.ò 
  
Can you imagine a town or city without school aged 
children because they are gone?  While some former 
students have spoken positively about their     
experiences, they are  far overshadowed by tragic 

accounts of emotional, physical and sexual abuse.  It 
caused deep hurts and scars impossible to erase. 
  
A true apology and its acceptance is not something that 
can be orchestrated.  It must be meant and it must be 
real.  It may not be expressed in perfect form as 
humanity grapples to express raw emotion and to make  

 

things right.  In my view, it was well  done on  the  
part of all parties who played a part and had the 
honour and privilege to be present in the House.  It 
truly was an honour and privilege for me to be there 
in the House on such a historic occasion. 
  
The enormity of the tragedy and the fullness of the 
apology was captured in the totality of all that was 
said and done in the House of Commons.  It was 
fitting to have First Nations represented there in the 
House.  It was good to hear the statement, ñWhat we 
did was wrongéwe are sorry.ò  Why were voices not 
raised as children were taken from their moms and 
dads and brothers and sisters?  It destroyed family 
ties and the basic freedom to choose how you would 
want to live.  It deprived the children from the love, 
guidance and protection of their parents. 
  
That choice and that policy was wrong and to say we 
are sorry for what has taken place in a shameful part 
of our history is the right thing to do.  The apology 
was respectful and it was liberating.  As Chief Phil 
Fontaine stated, ñI finally heard Canada say it is 
sorry.ò  It opens a new door to rebuild our relationship 
with dignity, confidence and mutual respect.  It is a 
positive step forward, one that needed to take place 
most suitably in the House of Commons in the capital 
of our nation.  Well done.  It was a good day. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper in the House of 
Commons offering an apology to Aboriginal leaders for 
the harmful impact Indian Residential Schools had on 
Native culture. 

 

 
 

Komarnicki Speaks on the Ukrainian Famine of 1932 - 1933  

 

Ukraine President Victor Yushchenko, Ed Komarnicki, 
M.P. and Prime Minister Stephen Harper following 
President Yushchenkoôs address to Parliament on May 
26, 2008. 

 

Appointment of Dr. 
Morgentaler to the Order of 

Canada (from Page 1)  

who acts as Chairperson of the Council;  the Clerk of 
the Privy Council;  the Deputy Minister of the 
Department of Canadian Heritage; the Chairperson 
of the Canada Council; the President of the Royal 
Society of Canada; the Chairperson of the Board of 
Directors of the Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada; and not more than five 
addit ional members appointed on the 
recommendation of the members of the Council. 
 
It is within the Councilôs jurisdiction to compile and 
submit to the Governor General a list of nominees 
who have the greatest merit based on the 
requirements for each different category, the least 
onerous of which is the Member category.  The 
Advisory Council therefore can make bad 
appointments that effectively are more divisive than 
unifying.  That is unfortunate and perhaps this ability 
to make appointments in the Member category 
should have specific restrictions.  
 
There are differences of opinion to be sure.  Murray 
Mandryk wrote in the Leader post that itôs a question 
of rights and he goes on to say, ñMaybe this is why I 
have little problem with what seems obvious-that Dr. 
Henry Morgentaler deserves his recent Order of 
Canada.ò (Leader Post, July 8, 2008) 
 
David Warren wrote in the Ottawa Citizen, Sunday, 
July 6, 2008, ñLike many, many, many Canadians, I 
took the appointment of Henry Morgentaler to 
membership in the Order of Canadaðproclaimed on 
ñCanada Dayòðas a stick in the eye for everything 
we believe in.  As a gratuitous insult to the memory of 
three million aborted babies.ò 
 
Hereôs what some editorials in newspapers across 
the country had to say: The National Post, July 2, 
2008: ñéDo activists deserve the Order of Canada? 
Yes-providing their cause is embraced with near 
unanimity by Canadians.ò   
 
The Winnipeg Free Press, July 2, 2008:ñéRecipients 
should not be people whose views are anathema to 
half the country.  They should not be the kind of 
Canadians whose conduct alienates and offends 
some of the best citizens and institutions in the 
country.ò   
 
The Montreal Gazette, July 3, 2008: ñéAlmost all 
members of the Order have accomplished things that 
are uncontroversially worthwhileéBy this measure 
Morgentaler does not qualify.  For the same reason, 
we believe that anyone who has become the public 
symbol of any side of a seriously divisive issue 
should not be named to the Order.ò 
 
In my opinion, the Constitution of the Order of 
Canada should be amended so that all appointments  
should have to do with service to Canada or 
humanity at large where there is or might be 
expected to be a general Canadian consensus. 

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/GetWebOptionsCallBack.aspx?SourceSystem=PRISM&ResourceType=Affiliation&ResourceID=78959&language=1&DisplayMode=2
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/GetWebOptionsCallBack.aspx?SourceSystem=PRISM&ResourceType=Affiliation&ResourceID=78959&language=1&DisplayMode=2
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On June 3, 2008, I had the honour and privilege to 

present Bill C-50, the Budget Implementation Act, into 
the House of Commons at third reading  on behalf of 
the Government of Canada.  Budget  2008 is a 
balanced, focused and prudent budget that 
demonstrates the governmentôs continued 
commitment to achieve results in a number of priority 
areas for Canadians. 
     
One of the budget measures contained in Bill C-50 is 
a proposal to set aside $250 million for a full scale 
commercial demonstration of carbon capture and 
storage in the coal-fired electricity sector and for 
research projects to accelerate the deployment of the 
technology. Carbon capture and storage presents an 
opportunity for Canada to develop and benefit from 
world-leading technology that can significantly reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
     
On March 25, 2008 Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
visited SourisðMoose Mountain to formally 
announce the budget provision of $240 million to the 
province of Saskatchewan for carbon capture and 
storage and clean coal technology. The province of 
Saskatchewan has confirmed plans to use the funds 
at the Estevan Boundary Dam, which Prime Minister 

Harper had the opportunity to tour during his visit. 
This federal funding will help leverage an estimated 
$1.4 billion of investment into clean coal technology 
and carbon capture and storage. SaskPower is 
developing what it is calling one of the first and 
largest clean coal and carbon capture 
demonstration projects in the world.  This project 
will reduce greenhouse gas emissions by an 
estimated one million tonnes per year. 
 
During the Prime Ministerôs visit to the riding, he 
also made a stop outside of Weyburn to visit 
EnCanaôs flagship CO2 sequestration project.  
EnCana's facility has a seven year record of 
demonstrating CO2 storage on a commercial scale. 
At this time, EnCana receives CO2 from Beulah, 
North Dakota, using it for enhanced oil recovery, 
and is presently touted as the world's largest CO2 
sequestration project and the largest commercial 
scale carbon dioxide enhanced oil recovery project 
in Canada. 
     
The Petroleum Technology Research Centre in 
Regina is actively involved in the Weyburn project. 
The potential for southeast Saskatchewan is 
phenomenal. CO2 can be compressed and piped to 

storage locations. The geological formation for CO2 
storage exists in southeast Saskatchewan. It is 
waiting for expanded, innovative thinking and brave 
initiatives on the part of all affected parties. 
          
It sounds exciting. It sounds invigorating. It is the kind 
of action and leadership that is required of a 
government, that enhances and encourages the 
enterprise, the initiative and the ambitions that 
Canadians possess and that partners with others like 
the province of Saskatchewan, SaskPower and 
industry to ensure projects such as this can take 
place. 
 
As I stood in the House to present Bill C-50 at third 
reading, I took great pleasure in highlighting the 
Estevan Boundary Dam and EnCana projects, among 
a number of other key measures of Budget 2008.  
The type of technology that is being developed at 
these two facilities, in our very own backyard in 
SourisïMoose Mountain, will most certainly make 
Canada a world leader in clean energy production 
and boost our economy at the local level. 
 
To read the full version of my speech on Bill C-50, 
please visit my website at www.edkomarnicki.ca.  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

Komarnicki Highlights CO2 Carbon Capture and Storage Technology in Budget 2008 Speech  

Premier of Saskatchewan, Brad  Wall, Weyburn Mayor, Debra Button, 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Minister of Natural Resources, Gary Lunn, 
Ed Komarnicki, M.P. and Weyburn Big Muddy MLA,  Dustin Duncan at 
EnCanaôs facilities south of Weyburn. 

Minister of Natural Resources, Gary Lunn, Prime Minister Stephen Harper, 
SaskPower President, Pat Youzwa, Saskatchewan Premier, Brad Wall and 
Ed Komarnicki, M.P. at Estevanôs Boundary Dam. 

 

Around the Riding...  

On May 10, 2008, Ed attended Marjorieôs Daughters 
and Friends Dinner and Silent Auction for the 
Huntington Society of Canada held at the Wawota 
Town Hall. (L-R) Joanne Corkish, Marion Husband, Ed 
Komarnicki, M.P., Lynn McGonigal and Barbara 
Dennis. 

Ed stopped in Kipling on May 22, 2008 for an 
impromptu celebration of Brad Kearnsô birthday. (L-R) 
Gloria Struble, Diane Bachert, Lynn Roth, Pat Jackson, 
Larry Jackson, Ed Komarnicki, M.P., Brad Kearns and 
Kelly Fonagy. 

The 100th Year Anniversary for the Weyburn 
Agricultural Society was celebrated on June 30,  
2008.  (L-R) Carmen Sterling, Reeve of the R.M. of 
Weyburn No. 67, His Honour the Honourable Dr. 
Gordon L. Barnhart, Lieutenant Governor of 
Saskatchewan, Brooke Sterling and Shastidy 
Sterling. 

On June 26, 2008, Ed and his wife Sally attended the 
Cowessess First Nation Grade 12 graduation.  It was 
a grand event.  Ed enjoyed meeting the graduates 
and hopes to attend again next year. 

The Wawota Centennial Celebration was well 
attended.  On August 3, 2008 at 11am a Cenotaph 
dedication ceremony was held in recognition of the 
brave men from Wawota and area who gave their 
lives in WWI and WWII.  With Ed is Kenneth Colborn, 
President of the Wawota Legion Branch 113. 

Century Farm Celebration for Lorne and Elaine 
Larson held on the family farm near Tribune on July 
5, 2008.  In attendance were Bob and Sharon 
(Larson) Sweeney, Al and Mardi Larson and Royce 
and Darlene (Larson) Reichert  along with many 
family members, neighbours and friends. 


